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THERE’S a furry frenzy in Doñana National Park as two 
more Iberian lynx cubs have pounced into the world.
First-time mum Tamesis shocked staff at El Acebuche 
breeding centre after giving birth to a stillborn - then two 
days later, she popped out two healthy cubs.
It’s the fifth litter of the 2025 season, bringing this year’s 
total to 14 cubs and counting.
Veteran mum Madroña kicked off the season with triplets 

in March, followed by Parra, Narsil, 

THE LYNX EFFECT

IBIZA is back – and the island 
is louder, prouder and ready 
to out-party everywhere on 
the planet. 

The world’s most iconic club-
bing Mecca has flicked the 
switch on summer 2025 with 
a raucous ‘soft opening’ week-
end that felt anything but soft.
While the official opening par-
ties kick off later this month, 

the Olive Press hit the White 
Isle early – and let’s just say, if 
this is the warm up, the main 
event is going to be biblical.
Landing in San Antonio, my 
mum and I (and friends) joined 
the early-bird faithful dancing 

through April’s warm nights 
at reopened legends like Es 
Paradis (home of the famous 
water parties) and Eden, 
which hosted tech-house royal-
ty Deeperfect on April 23.
Big names are lining up to take 
over the decks this season. Cal-
vin Harris is back at Ushuaïa 
twice a week, David Guetta’s 
got Mondays, Martin Garrix 
owns Thursdays, and the mighty 
Hï Ibiza next door is bringing 
back Black Coffee, Hugel and 
the Martinez Brothers.
And let’s not forget Ibiza Rocks, 
where Craig David will Re-re-
wind once more by the pool. 
Even the super sleek Chinois is 
getting in on the act, bagging 
masked maestro Claptone for 
its summer run.
But it’s not just for 20-some-
things chasing TikTok clout. We 
came for my mum’s 60th, with 
a group of family and friends of 
all ages and ended up dancing 

FOODIE 
AFFAIR

HOLLYWOOD bombshell 
Charlize Theron has de-
clared her undying love… for  
croquetas.
The Oscar-winning actress, 49, 
couldn’t stop gushing about 
Spanish food in a recent in-
terview on US TV’s The Late 
Show even joking she’d be 
happy to tie the knot with the 
deep-fried delicacy.
“Is it legal to marry food in 
Spain?”  David Letterman 
asked.
“I think you could probably 
marry a croquette if you want-
ed to,” Theron quipped, barely 
holding back the laughter.
The South African star revealed 
she fell head over heels in love with 
Spain during a getaway with 
mates across the country, 
praising the local cui-
sine as ‘next level’.
Theron didn’t stop 
there. She praised 
Spain’s tapas 
from tortillas and 
paellas to fresh 
seafood and 
‘dirty but bril-
liant’ train rides.

and Sardina. 
Kolia and Ole-
ander are due 
to give birth 
next.
Back in 2002 
there were 

just 94 Iberi-
an Lynx  left. 
There are now 
over 2,000 wild 
lynxes roam-
ing thanks to 
conservation ef-

forts.

till 4am at the legendary Pa-
cha’s ‘Purple Disco Machine’ 
night – with Grammy-winning 
DJ Mousse T spinning feel-
good bangers and not a sticky 
floor in sight.
From age 19 to 61, we all 
agreed: Ibiza is magic. Sure, 
the drinks dented the wallet, 
but the vibes? Priceless.
And with celebs like Maya 
Jama, Idris Elba, and Rita Ora 
spotted partying on the island 
last year, we’ve no doubt Ibiza 
2025 will be its most star-stud-
ded, beat-thumping, jaw-drop-
ping season yet.
Now pass us the Berocca – 
we’re booking flights for the 
real opening weekend!PARTY TIME: PARTY TIME: Yzzy (in black) and Yzzy (in black) and 

her mum (far right) at Pachaher mum (far right) at Pacha

IN LOVE: Charlize fell for IN LOVE: Charlize fell for 
croquetas and trainscroquetas and trains

ISLAND FIXTURES: ISLAND FIXTURES: 
Idris Elba, Rita Ora Idris Elba, Rita Ora 

and Maya Jama.and Maya Jama.

The party 
season beginss

By Yzabelle Bostyn
in San Antonio

I MIGHT have only just unpacked the boxes and put the 
kettle on in my new life as a full-timer on the Costa del 
Sol, but make no mistake - I’ve had a second home out 
here for the better part of two decades.

Long enough to notice that the sunshine dream is being 
slowly soured by a rising tide of crime. 
Think less ‘mañana vibes’ and more raw sewage bubbling 
into the Thames - only with palm trees.
Like many other weary Brits, I came to Spain 
chasing cleaner air, fewer muggers, and pol-
itics that didn’t feel like an episode of Black 
Mirror. But lately? The Costa’s gone a bit Cos-
ta Nostra. 
Don’t believe me? Take a stroll through the 
crime pages of the Daily Mail - assuming you 
can still stomach the whiny UK rag.
Imagine my delight when my lovely Spanish 
villa - my little patch of escape - was name-
checked in the Mail, no less... as a location 
marker for a gangland execution! 
Yes, a poor bloke was gunned down in Mijas 
- and the journalist helpfully let readers know 
it happened ‘just 20 minutes from the villa 
of Charlie Mullins, Britain’s richest plumber’. 
How thoughtful!
Honestly, it sounded like they were about to 
chalk a crime scene outline outside my front 
gate. 
Next time something kicks off, maybe give 
Lord Sugar or Simon Cowell’s gaff a mention 
instead, eh lads? 
Only kidding. Love the coverage. Sort of.
All that said, I’m not hanging up the ‘For Sale’ 
sign just yet. Spain’s still a step up from the 
dystopian mess the UK has become in 2025 
- where being mugged is practically a com-
muter sport.

MULLINS IT OVER
DON’T LEAVE YOUR BRAINS AT THE AIRPORT, SAYS CHARLIE MULLINSLINS

Sun, scams and a shooting near my 
front gate – welcome to the Costa del 
Crime, but leave my name out of it!

But here’s the bit that really baffles me: Brits 
scamming other Brits. It’s like we bring our own 
villains with us. 
Maybe it’s the warm weather, or the sangria-in-
duced sense of security - but too many expats 
leave their street smarts at Malaga Airport and 
fall straight into the hands of a coach-load of 
charming con artists with British accents.
We’ve seen it before. John Palmer’s dodgy 
timeshare empire in the ’90s, and now the 
disgraceful Continental Wealth Management 
(CWM) scam - €35 million swindled from 
mostly retired Brits who thought their money 
was safe in sunny Spain.
Is the Iberian Funeral Plan case another one 
about to shock us?
The Olive Press, I should add, has been all 
over these scams from day one - hats off to 

them. 
And just last month, one of the main players 
in CWM, Jody Smart (aka Jody Pearson), got 
banged up for three-and-a-half years. 
Justice, of sorts.
What’s my point in all this? Honestly, I’m not 
entirely sure - except to say: there are bad ap-
ples everywhere, even in paradise. So keep 
your wits about you. 
And if a deal sounds too good in sterling or 
euros.... it probably is.

AT HOME: In Spain, but watch out for scammers like John 
Palmer (below) CWM and Iberian Funeral Plan (bottom)

The Costa Nostra
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BRITISH expats are demanding answers following the ‘disgraceful’ disappearing act of a major funeral planning company in Spain. 
Iberian Funeral Plans vanished overnight on March 3 allegedly following the death of its own founder Stephen Nelson. The dramatic collapse has likely left hun-dreds, if not thousands, of clients with their funeral plans null and void.Expats are now vowing to uncover the truth behind the emerging scandal, amid fears the large sums they coughed up for end-of-life arrangements were instead spent on Nelson’s ‘lavish’ lifestyle. For over a week now, the firm has not been responding to any emails, while its 

GRAVEROBBERS!CRICKET is a sport for which rain is an occupa-tional hazard - at least in England, home of its birth.
So organisers of the Eu-ropean Cricket League decided to host the tournament in ‘sunny’ Malaga with clubs from all over Europe taking part.

But, as any expats who live in the area have come to expect, once the annual 10-overs-a-side tournament be-gins, it’s time to get out the brolly.
Seemingly jinxed, ev-ery time the event takes place the cricketing gods send torrential storms over to the Car-tama Oval.

This year is no excep-tion and the familiar English phrase ‘rain stopped play’ is more appropriate than ever, with 14 games in a row being abandoned from last Friday.
The tournament contin-ues until March 21, rain or shine, with dwin-dling fans praying for a dry spell soon.  Until then, it's umbrellas at the ready - just like in an English summer.

telephone lines appear to be dead, causing anger, shock and frustration. The Olive Press has been inundated with calls and emails, pleading for information.Citizens Advice Bureau Spain (CAB) branded the development ‘despicable’ and ‘heartless’, with many expats already feeling the impact. One grieving woman, who asked to re-main anonymous, is unable to mourn her 

lost your partner of 56 years you’re in a very vulnerable state,” the Essex native told the Olive Press.“That’s bad enough, but then on top of that they’ve taken our money, yet we can’t get the ashes.
“Iberian don’t care about the grief caused.”Though she understands the crematori-um needs to be paid for their services, she alleges the situation was handled ‘very in-sensitively’ causing ‘multiple meltdowns’ for the family. 

“When my son asked when their father was going to be cremated, the woman just looked at her watch and said, ‘oh, in about 10 minutes’,” claims the former dental as-sistant. 
“We’re devastated and full of grief. It is only the anger keeping me going.”When contacted by the Olive Press, Col-lyfer’s owner Antonio Collado claimed the situation was ‘not their fault’ and they ‘won’t give up the ashes until they are paid’ despite wanting to ‘help’. The Olive Press has discovered that Nel-son, who lived for many years in Alhaurin, moved just over the Portugal border to Castro Marin five years ago.The company had a nearby registered ad-dress in Portimao.Under his full name Stephen Nelson George he held companies under the same name in Britain and Portugal. Companies who offer funeral services in the UK must be regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, but Spain has no such safeguarding. 

Iberian therefore did not hold money in a 

trustee backed 
bank account, 
in spite of con-
tracts which 
misleadingly 
stated funds were held in corpo-rate bank accounts with BBVA, Santander and HSBC. 
It comes amid rumours that Nelson used funeral plan payments to fund a lavish lifestyle on the Algarve“I got the shock of my life when I found out, it’s disgusting and absolutely unac-ceptable,” Scottish expat Helen Ham-mond told the Olive Press.Like many customers, the 76-year-old found out she had lost her almost €4,000 funeral plan through our social media. “I had to read it twice because I thought I was seeing things. They definitely took advantage of the expat community. When you come out here you trust everyone, so when I was recommended Iberian I went for it.” 

Citizen’s Advice Bureau in Spain has called the lack of communication ‘heart-less’ and ‘despicable’. Many expats took out plans to make the funeral preparations as easy as possible for their family back home.

Livid
“I took out a plan to save my children from all the heartache, but now it’s gone. I’m livid and furious, I thought I was doing the best thing for my children,” Torrevieja resident Sue Truman told the Olive Press. “There are hundreds in the same boat as me. I’m not going to let them get away with it.”

As everyone wonders what will happen with their money, fellow funeral provid-ers told the Olive Press they were offering advice and support. “We recognise the financial and emotion-al distress customers are facing,” Jason Gardener of Avalon Funeral Plans said.“To support those impacted, we have es-tablished a financial assistance initiative for customers holding Iberian plans so they (can) acquire a fully regulated and FCA-authorised funeral plan.“This situation reinforces the need for stronger consumer protection in the fu-neral planning industry, particularly for British expatriates living in Europe.”He is one of many providers offering free or discounted services for those affected, including Grupo Rocamer, Compare Funerals and Funeral Care Spain. 
The Citizen’s Advice Bureau is cur-rently preparing a class action lawsuit against Iberian.

Have you been affected? Contact us at newsdesk@theolivepress.es

AS Storm Jana lashed Andalucia, a massive landslide blocked the Ronda road, a house collapsed in Marbella old town, homes were flooded and reservoirs started releasing water. See pages 4  and 5 for the full story. 

By Yzabelle Bostyn

EXCLUSIVE: Hundreds of expats left reeling after funeral planning company vanishes without trace

Weather 
vane

RockyRocky
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THOUSANDS of people took to the streets at the weekend to celebrate International Women’s Day and call for change. 
In Madrid, organizers claim over 80,000 marched from Atocha station to the Plaza de España, while in Bar-celona some 25,000 people gathered.They drew attention to growing mi-sogynistic attitudes among young men, influenced by social media. 

Heavy rain saw protests cancelled in many areas of Spain, including Mala-ga, Cadiz and Huelva. Others embraced the bad weather, chanting ‘we needed fem- inism to rain down’.

See Not Just Women’s Day, page 6

MARCHING FOR EQUALITY

FUMING: Helen Hammond (left) and Sue Truman have been left without cover after Iberian disappeared

Opinion Page 6

A WHIRLWIND tour of Manilva will 
take you far and wide in just a few 
square kilometres. 
You might start by gazing out at 

luxury yachts bobbing by the glitzy port, 

or the glistening sea along a peaceful 

beach trail.
And then minutes later you could find 

yourself among rolling green hills popu-

lated by luxury villas, or burgeoning vine-

yards around a whitewashed village.
And on your journey you will meet a kalei-

doscope of people from all walks of life, 

each with a story to tell.
Manilva officially has the highest per-

centage of Brits on the padron in Spain, 

with between a third and a quarter of the 

18,000-strong municipality hailing from 

Blighty.
But it’s not just Brits - foreign, settled 

residents, many from northern Europe-

an countries, make up 42% of Manilva’s 

population.
In spite of these 
high numbers, 
Manilva is not 
simply an expat 
colony - not at 
all. 
The district has 
a strong and 
thriving Span-
ish culture and 
community that 
lives extremely 
harmonious l y 
and very cor-
dially with their 
foreign guests.

A REAL CHARMERA REAL CHARMER
Laid back Manilva is Laid back Manilva is 

where genuine Spanish where genuine Spanish 
culture mingles with culture mingles with 
expat communities, expat communities, 
writes Walter Finchwrites Walter Finch

Continues on next page

FIESTA FEVER: Spanish locals show off their Sevillanas dance skills

The locals and the foreigners mix 
and mingle in the same bars and 
restaurants and the pitter patter of 
conversation dances between En-
glish and Spanish - and very often 

halting Spanglish.
“We come here for the sangria,” Londoner 

Richie tells the Olive Press in the shade 

PICTURE CREDITS: Peter Whitham
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SEE PAGE 9 

husband of 60 
years, because 
the Collyfer 
Crematorium 
in Almeria is 
refusing to 
hand over his 
ashes, until 
paid.
The 77-year-
old, based in 
Albox, said 
her husband 
died unex-
pectedly of 
blood cancer 
on February 
24. 
But while 
she had paid 
€3,600 to Ibe-
rian, it seems 
she was never 
covered. 
“When you’ve 


